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On the Boundary of Texas, and organizing a

Governmentfor New Mexico.

House or Rcpkukittatitsi, Acobit 28, 1860.

Mr. HILLIARD said : Mr. Speaker, I feel some reluct¬
ance in addressing the House it this time, but the profound
anxiety with which I regard the atate of the count^ impels
me to speak. We present the extraordinary spectacle of a

people prosperous beyond example, rapidly advancing in
wealth and power, at peace with every natioo on the globe,
aending our products and the fruits of our industry of every
description under the protection of our flag to all parts of the
world ; our porta crowded with emigrants flying from the op¬
pression of European systems of government to seek a refuge
and a home under our free inatitutions.yrt torn by internal
dissensions which threaten to overthrow tbe Republic.

I could not survey this scene with any otber feeling than
that of profound apprehenaion, if it were not for the reflection
that we hold the subject of controversy completely within our

control. Tne whole task of adjustment is confided to us.

The subject so long discussed in tbe Senate has passed from
that body ; it is before us ; no otber human tribunal can de¬
cide it; the responsibility, with all its weight, rests upon us.

We can give the country peace, or we can withhold it.
I intend, air, at whatever hazard or sacrifice of a personal

kind, to do my duty to the country, and to contribute what I
can, consistently with my obligations as a Representative, to the
adjustment of tbe great questions which are before us. They
are kindred questions ; some of them may be said to be de¬

pendant on each other. They all grew out of the annexation
of Texas.

The Unit of these questions in dignity and importance is
that respecting the limits of the 8tate of Tezas. That State
claims for her western boundary the Rio Grande del Norte,
from iu mouth to its source, and a line thence due north to

the forty -second parallel of north latitude. Texas was a State
of the Mexican Republic; she took up arma against that Gov¬
ernment ; threw off its authority ; declared her independence,
and established it triumphantly upon the field of 8an Jacinto.
She proceeded to organize a permanent government, and de¬

ceived her limit*. Was ahe entitled to the territory which
, *he claimed as an independent State ? Was her title to the
country lying on the Rio Grande, and which Mexico claimed
adversely, and in part held by actual occupancy, good as

"against that Republic ?
This question depends upon the principle whether a State

after a successful revolution is entitled to the territory em-
braced within her ancient boundaries ; or whether it is to be
confined to the limits within which she has actually establish¬
ed her jurisdiction by the sword.
The independence of Texas was recognised by the Uni ed

"States, by Great Britain, by France, and by Holland. The
ancient limits of the new State stretched to the Rio Grande,
from its mouth to El Paso. It at that time constituted a part
of an extensive country, to all of which the name of Louisi¬
ana was applied. That province extended to the RioGrsnde,
and this was insisted upon by Mr. Monroe and by Mr. Pink-
ney in 1805, in the most emphatic terms. They argued the
title of the United 8tates to that district of territory, and
maintained it. The claim had the sanction of Mr. Jefferson,
who was at that time President, and of Mr. Madison, who
was Secretary of 8tate. Subsequently that part of the pro¬
vince o! Louisiana known as Texas was ceded by the United
States to Spain. Mexico, by a successful revolution, wrested
the Spanish provinces from that Power, and Texas became
one of the States of the new Republic.
By the revolution to which I have already adverted, ahe

became an independent State, and declared her ancient boun¬
daries, with the further claim to the territory on the Upper
Rio Grande. She was proceeding to bring the whole terri¬
tory claimed by her under her jurisdiction at the period of her
annexation to the United States.

There might be a difference of opinion as to the validity of
the title of Texas to the territory bordering on the Rio
Grande, but there ia much in her history to sustain it She
was an independent State, and recognised as such by the
great Powers of the world. Mr. Webster, when Secretary of
8tate in 1843, in his characteristic style, marked with clear¬
ness and power, addressed an emphatic statement of the
political condition of Texaa to our Minister then residing at
the city of Mexico :

" From the time of the battle of San Jacinto, in April, 1836,
to the present moment, Texai ha» exhibited the tame external
signs of national independence aa Mexico herself, and with aa

ranch stability of Government. Practically free and inde¬
pendent, acknowledged as a political sovereignty by the prin¬
cipal Powers of the world, no hostile foot finding rest within
her territory for six or seven years, and Mexico herself re¬

fraining for all that period from any attempt to re-establish
her own authority over that territory," kc.

Such was Texas previous to her annexation to the United
States.a free and independent State, sending and receiving
diplomatic agents to and from other Stales ; enjoying all the
rights of a regular and well-established Government, and em¬

bracing within the boundaries asserted by her all the territory
which she now claims.

I proceed now to inquire into the validity of ber title to this

territory ¦¦ one of the States of the Union. Whatever con¬

clusion might be reached apon an investigation of her claim
to the territory againat the adverse claim of Mexico, previous
to her annexation to the United 8tates, it seems to me that
her title to this territory at this time is supported by consider¬
ations too powerful to be resisted. If there be any adverse
title, it is in the United States ; and I am confident that a

statement of the argument in support of the claim of Texas, as

against that set up for the United States, must bring all minds
to which it is presented to an admission, however reluctantly
made, of its validity and its strength.
The claim of Texas to all the territory now embraced with¬

in the limits fixed by her constitution was well known to the
Government of the United States previous to the annexation
of that 8tate.

Mr.VINTON (Mr. H. yielding the floor to him for expla¬
nation) stated that it had been several times asserted upon
this floor that the boundaries of Texts were fixed in her con¬

stitution, but that upon examination he had not been able
to find them laid down in any constitution formed by that
State.

Mr. HILLIARD resumed. It is not at >11 important, Mr.
8peaker, so far aa the argument is concerned, whether the
boundaries of Texas were defined in her constitution or not.

They were certainly defined clearly by an act of her Legisla¬
ture ; and this solemn declaration of the title of Texas to the
whole extent of the territory bordering on tha Rio Grande del
Norte, from its month to its source, continuing upon a line
drawn thence to the forty-second parallel of la'itude, was

made known to the Government of the United States when
the maasure of annexation was proposed to that State. That
part of the territory lying on the Upper Rio Grande was cer¬

tainly held at that time by Mexico, but Texas was asserting
her title to it, and taking steps to bring it under her juris¬
diction.

It was our policy to avoid a war with Mexico, and as this
disputed boundary line might lead to a collision between Texas
and that Republic, and of course involve the United States in
it, it was provided in the resolutions by which Texas was an¬

nexed to tbe Union that the adjustment of all questions of
boundary should be entrusted to the Government of the Uni¬
ted States. The precise language is this : "Said State to be
formed, subject to the adjustment by this Government of all
questions ot boundary that may arise with other Govern¬
ments."

The United Bute* Government then was made acquainted
with the claim of Texas, and undertook to adjust it.not to

relinquish it.not to negotiate that it might vest in itself, but
to adjutt it; which devolved upon our Government the duty
of enforcing the claim of Texas, and of urging it upon Mexico
in good faith. At that time no other construction than this
was put upon the resolutions of annexation { they were clearly
understood by the two contracting parties.the Government
of the Unit*d Slates and that of Texas.by Mexico, and by
all the world. In pursuance of the resolutions, the President
of the United States promptly opened communications with
the Government of Mexico, that Republic having withdrawn
its Miniater from Washington, and propoaed to negotiate for
the recognition of the Rio Grande del Norte as the western

boundary of Texas. Mexico actually consented to rtceive a

Commissioner to ne«otiate for that object. Mr. Polk thought
it proper to send sn Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni¬
potentiary to the Government of Mexico, with general pow¬
ers. Mr. Slidell was selected to perform the delicate and im¬
portant duties which his mission involved. He proceeded to
Vera Crux, and was urged by the friends of the Government
then existing in Mexico, to wait until its power was somewhat
better consolidated before approaching the capital. He de¬
clined the counsel, inconsiderately hastened to the city of
Mexico, and presented his credentials, which were rejected,
on the ground that the relations between the United States
and Mexico were not such as to render it proper that the or¬

dinary diplomatic intercourse should be resumed between
them, and thst it was understood s special commissioner was

to be accredited to the Mexican tJovernment empowered to

negotiate for the adjustment of questions growing out of the
annexation of Texas.

What was the view taken at that time by our Government
of the claim of Texas to the Rid Grande as her boundary >

The only part of the territory which the Government of the
United States thought Mexico could dispute with Texas was

that bordering on the upper part of that stream, and embraced
within the limits of the Province of New Mexico ; and that
it undertook to secure for Texas. This will be made per¬
fectly plsin by looking into the instructions which Mr. Bu¬
chanan, then Secretary of State, gave to Mr. Slidell when

jrfcout to enter upon his mission. It must be borne in mind
that some of our citizens had claims on Mexico, which that

Republic had not found it convenient to discharge. The in¬

ternal disorders from which it bad suffered had impoverished
it. Th«>sw claim* were for years pressed upon Mexico, and
when Mr. Slidell was abont to enter upon the task of negoti-
stling with Mexico for the adjustment of the dispute with Teiai
in regard to her boundary, he wm instructed by Mr. Bu-

chanan to bring them up for attlemant. It waa well koown
that Mexico «u not able at that time to pay them < but il
waa for this precise reason that Mr. 8tide11 waa to urge them.
Mr. B. says:
" The fact is too well known to the world that the Mex¬

ican Government are not now in a condition t» satisfy these
claims bjr the payment of money. Unless the debt should
be auumed by trie Government of the United States, the
claimants cannot receive what is justly their due. Fortu¬
nately the joint resolution ofCongress, approved 1st Marsh,
lh45, 'for annexing Texas to the United States,' presents
the means of satisfying these olaims, in perfect consistency
with the interests as well as the honor of both Republics. It
has reserved to this Government the adjustment . of all ques¬
tions of boundirjr that may arise with other Governments '1

This question of boundary may, therefore, be adjusted in suah a

manner between the two Uepublica as to cast the burden of
debt due to American claimants on their own Government,
whilst it will do no injury to Mexioo."

Mr. Buchansn proceeded to inform Mr. Hlidell that Texas
declared the Rio del Norte, from ita mouth to its source, to
be a boundary of that Republic, and s ated that (he right of
Texaa to that boundary as far op the atream aa Ei Paso was

not likely to be questioned aeriously. His argument in sup-
port of that position is an able one. He admitted that the
case in regard to New Mexico waa different, and that Texaa
had never subjected that part of the territory to her jurisdic¬
tion. What, then, waa the view taken by the Government
of the United Statea of the claim of Texas to the territory
lying on the Rio Graitde ? Clearly, that so far as the terri¬
tory up to El Paso was concerned, it waa too strong to be
questioned, and that ao much of it aa waa north of that point
wu subject to adjustment with Mexico. The title of Texaa
to that part of the territory waa to be urged, and Mr. Slidell
waa ioatructed to offer to aaaume the payment of all the just
claim* of our citizens against Mexico, " should ahe agree
that the line ' shall be established along the boundary defined
' by the act of Congress of Texaa, approved December 19,
' 1836, to wit: beginning at the mouth of the Rio Grande ;
' thence up the principal atream of said river to its source ;
' thence due north to the forty second degree of north lati-1
«tiide.'"
A debt already pronounced to be worthless was to be dis¬

charged, in consideration of a relinquishment by the party
from whom it was due, of a disputed claim to territory within
the declared limits of one of the United States. Mr. Slidell
was instructed to offer the payment of five millions of dollars
to Mexico, should she agree to transfer to the United States
that part of New Mexico west of the Rio Grande ; and one of
the considerations which he was to present to Mexico to in¬
duce her to consent to the sale of this province, was the fact,
that so much of it as was east of the river dividing it, was al¬
ready embraced within the limits declared by Texas. He was

ins'ructed to offer a still larger sum for Upper California.
Such, sir, was the view taken by the Government of the

United States of the title of Texas to the territory claimed by
her at the date of her annexation, when that title was to be as¬

serted and maintained against the adverse claim of Mexico.
The title of Texas was asserted, and the Government of the
United States offered to tbat of Mexico a worthless debt due
to our citizens for a worthless claim set up against one of the
States.
Upon Mr. Slidell's rejection by the Government of Mexico,

what was then the course of our Government ? Was the title
of Texas abandoned ? Was it ever regarded as a doubtful ti¬
tle ? So far from it, General Taylor proceeded, under orders
from the Government, to take possession of the territory lying
between the Nueces and that stream ; and selecting a position
on the very bank of the Rio Grande.the extreme western
line claimed by Texas.he threw up his works opposite Mata-
moros. That position was chosen with a view to the defence
of the whole territory claimed by the State which we had taken
under our protection, and it was occupied as the soil of the
United States, because it was a part of Texas.
Mr. A8HMUN (interrupting Mr. H.) held that these were

the acta of bat a single branch of the Government.of the
Executive. Congress, be held, had aolemnly refused to re¬

cognise the constitutionality of those acts.
Mr. HOWARD reminded the gentleman from Massachu¬

setts that in his orders to General Taylor, Secretary Marcy
had directed him to take post on the Rio Grande, which was

to be the weatern boundary of Texas in case the annexation
en pCDUIIJg IUUK. piBCV.
Mr. HILLIARD resumed. No, Mr. Speaker, the force

' this clear recognition of the Rio Grande as the western
>undary of Texas, by the Government of the United States,
innot be impaired in that way. Cobobess immediately
)ted supplies to enable General Taylor to hold his position,
ad that vote was a solemn recognition of the boundary as-

srted by Texas; otherwise, instead of voting supplies, the
oops should have been instantly withdrawn to aome point
ist ot the Nueces. I do not vindicate the course ofthe Pre-
dent { his order should not have been given without the au-

lority of Congress, but I insist that the subiequent action
f Congress was an explicit recognition of the validity of the
itle of Texas to the full extent of the boundaries asserted by
ier. In fact, the action of every department of the Govern-
Dent which has had any reference to the claim of Texas upon
he territory embraced within the boundaries defined by the
ict of her Legislature, has recognised and affirmed that claim
o its fullest extent.
The occupation of the country bordering on the Rio Grande

was followed by a war with Mexico. Our troops held that
sonntry, overran and took possession of New Mexico and
Upper California, and brought them under the flag of the
United States, aa conquered provinces. By a aeries of bril¬
liant victories, a complete ascendency waa obtained over

Mexico, and a treaty of peace and of limits was at length
concluded with that Republic, leaving the United States in
possession of every acre of the territory claimed by Texas,
iod a large district of country besides, stretching to the Pa-
:ific Ocean. The adverse claim of Mexico to the territory
>ast of the Rio Grande was extinguished, and eo instante
;he title of Texas covered it. The Government of the Unit-
sd States is, in the language of the law, estopped from as-

lerting any claim of its own to that territory ; its mouth is
:Ioeed ; it is forever concluded by its own admissions.by its
>wn assertions.by its own acts. The only adverae title to that
jf Texas being abandoned, the title of that State to ita whole
territory is good against the world. The treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo does not make any transfer of territory to the United
States; but the boundaries between the two Republics are de¬
fined ; and while the limits of New Mexico are referred to as

forming part of the new boundary, the reference is to the
southern and western limits.no mention being made of the
eastern boundary of that province. The map which accom¬

panied the treaty shows, I believe, the territory of Texas
marked out as asserted by her Legislsture, and as recognised
by the Government of the United States.
How can the boundaries of that 8tate be now questioned

by the United 8tstes ? Let us suppose that Mexico had ac¬

cepted the offer which Mr. Slidell was empowered to make,
and had withdrawn her claim to that part of New Mexico
east of the Rio Grande, would not Texas have been invited
by our Government at once to extend her jurisdiction over
that Territory ? Or if, upon the march of General Taylor
to the Rio Grande, Mexico bad declined war and bad aban¬
doned all the territory claimed by her east of that stream,
would it have occurred to the Government of the United
States to question the right of Texss to take instant powes-
sion of the whole extent of it > No, sir; and if we hsd
never acquired that part of the province of New Mexico
which lies west of the Rio Grande, no one would have dis¬
puted the title of Texaa to the fragment east of the river.
Can the claim of Texaa be affected by the acquisition of the
western part of the province }

After the ratification ot tbe treaty ol Uuidalupe Hidalgo,
the President of the United 8tale*, in a met.age to the
House of Representatives, admitted the right of Tezaa to
take poeeeveion of the country which ahe claimed in its fulleit
extent. He refers to the joint resolution of Congress annex,

ing Texas to the United Slates, and the adjustment of
questions of boundary for which it provides, and adds :
" Until the exehange of the ratifications of the late treaty,

New Mexico never became an undisputed portion of the Uni¬
ted States, and it would, therefore, have been premature to
deliver over to Texas that portion of it on the east side of the
Rio Grande to which the asserted a claim. . . .

" Under the circumstances existing during the pendency of
the war, and while the whole of New Mexico, as claimed by
our enemy, was in ear military oosupation, I was not unmind-
fbl of the rights of Texas to that portion of it which she
claimed to be within her limita."

While the war with Mexico was in progress, the Governor
of Texas demanded of the Government of the United States
an explanation of the reasons for organizing a government at
8anta Fe; and the Secretary of War, under instructions
from the President, replied that the government was a tem¬

porary one, and would cease upon the conclusion of a treaty
of peace with Mexico.

" Nothing, (he adds,) therefore, can be more certain than
that this temporary government, resulting from necessity, can

never injuriously affect the right which tne President believes
to bejuttly asserted by Texas to the whole territory on this
side of the Rio Grande, whenever the Mexican claim to it
shall have been extinguished by treaty."

During the progress of the war, while Texas, in common

with the other States, was contributing her part towards
achieving the victories which resulted in the acquisition of the
immense territoiy ceded to us by Mexico, she was assured
that her title to the whole extent of the Rio Grande was re-

cognined, and that r:o occupation of it by the military forces
of the United States could injuriously affect it.
Now, sir, I insist that the title of Text* to the whole of the

country claimed by her is perfect, and that the Government
of the United States ought promp ly to declare it to be so, and
to in«ite that Slate either to extend its jurisdiction over it, 01
to arcept some satisfactory boundaiy, with ample enmpenss-
tion for the relinquishment of her light to the territory which
she conaents to give up.

The clsim of Texas is resisted upon two grounds. Some
insist that her title to the territory bordering on the Rio Grande
vests in tbe United Htatea, while others set up a claim foi
New Mexico, and object to any division of that provioce, upon
the ground that the Government is bound by the terms of the
treety to admit it as a State into the Union.

I trust that 1 have already satisfactorily shown that the Gov-
eminent of the United States could not acquire the title of Um

territory in dispute* It Mt up uo claim of its own ; U Under-
took to asaert that of Texaat it extinguished the advene claim
of Mexico, the only advene claim in exigence, and by that
meam perfected the title of Texas. To allow the Govern¬
ment now to assert it* own title would be ¦ violation of amy
principle of equity, which no judicial tribunal could auction,
and would be a flagrant breach of good faith which tbe uni¬
versal sentiment of mankind would condemn.
As to New Mexico, it is not to be regarded as a political

community, or an entity, as Carlyle would expraas it, but as
so much territory belonging to the United 8tates, except that
part of it which u included wKhin the limits ol Texas. We
may construct a government for it, and embrace the whole
territory west of the Rio Grande in it, or we may divide it, as
we think best.
The treaty does not guaranty to the inhabitants a separate

existence as s political community. lie language ia :

"The Mexican* who, in the Territories aforeiaid, ahaH not
preserve the character of citizens of the Mexican Republic,
conformably with what is stipulated in the preceding artiele,
shall be incorporated into the Unien of the United State*, and
be admitted at the proper time (to bejudged of by the Con¬
gress of the United State*) to the enjoyment of all the rights'of
citiaen* of the United State*, according to the principles of
the constitution; and in the mean time shall be maintained
aad protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty and proper¬
ty, and tecured in the free exerciae of their religion without
restriction."
The Territories referred ta in this article, the ninth, are

those which previously belonged to Mexico, and the inhabi¬
tant* are io enjoy certain lights instantly.each as the right
of liberty, of property, and of religion i and subsequently,
when Congress shall judge it to be proper, they are to have
conferred on tbem the privileges of American cithnos by be¬
ing incorporat d into the Union. How incorporated into the
Union? As M»parate States? The treaty is silent as to
8tates { it speaks of inhabitants, ef individuals. To contend
that the provinces, or, in other words, the Territories, pre¬
viously belonging to Mexico are to be admitted as States, and
that reference is to be had to their former boundaries, ta a

grow misconstruction of the treaty. It would, if accepted and
acted od, put it out of our power to limit the boundaries of
Upper California to smaller dimensions than it heretofore pos¬
sessed. The treaty simply guaranties to the inhabitants of
the Territories acquired' from Mexico the privilege of Ameri¬
can citizenship. This privilege might have been denied to
them by the Government of the United States if there had not
been an explicit stipulation to that effect ia the treaty ; and
they might have been' kept perpetually under the same abso¬
lute form of rule to which they are now aobjected by the ne¬

glect of Congreas to provide a better-system for them*
Story, in his work on the Constitotios, says :

"In cases of confirmation or cession by treaty the aequiii-
tion becomes firm and stable, and tbeceded territory becomes
a part of the nation to whieh it is annexed, eitlter on terms
stipulated in the treaty or on such as-its new master shall im¬
pose. The relations of the inhabitants with each other do net
change, but their relations with their former sovereign are
dissolved, and new relations are created betsreen them and
their new sovereign. If the treaty stipulate! that they shall
enjoy the privileges, rights, and immunities sfcitizens of the
States, the treaty, as a part of the law of tie land, becomes
obligatory in these respects. Whether the stme effects would
result from the mere fact of their beeomiqg inhabitants Mid-
citizens by the cession, without any express stipulation, may
deserve inquiry, if the question should ever occur."

It was to secure the rights of citizen* of the United States
to the inhabitants of the Territories acquired from Mexico,
and who should become permanent residents within them,
that the ninth article of the treaty was ireerted ; for without
that article the inhabitants, cut off from'their own country,
might never, after their transfer to another sovereignty, enjoy
the rights and immunities of citizenship* This is all that the
Government of the United States, in th« treaty, undertakes
to do; it must protect the inhabitants* in the eojoyment of
the privileges enumerated, until they rise to the higher dig¬
nity of citizens by being incorporated, into some 8tate of the
Union. That would, ipso facto, make them citizens of the
United 8tates; and, so far Irom being a violation of the trea¬
ty, it would be an explicit compliance with its terms. So
far, then, as that objection to extending the jurisdiction of
Texas over the territory which at one*time constituted a part
of New Mexico is concerned, it is disposed of.' The obligation
upon Congress to recognise and respeet the title of that State
to the whole extent of the territory claimed by her, seems to
me to be clear and imperative. Yet I am aware that many
persons think of that title very differently; they question it,
and wrist that the State should be turned over to the 8ui
preme Court for a decision upon her olaim to the Rio Grande
as her western boundary.

Some, indeed, go so far as to deny that Texas has even the t
olor of title to any part of the territory beyond the Nueces ; ¦

,nd, in reply to her earnest demand that her jarisdiction shall £

« acknowledged over her own soil, they urge that arms shall'
« employed to resist her attempt to enforce it. c

Mr. Speaker, Texas ought to be dealt with generously. 80 I
ar from meriting the reproaches with which she is sometimes i
oaoed, she ought to receive a cordial welcome into the family c

if American 8tales. By her ewn gallantry she originated 1
ind carried through successfully a revolution against the Go- '
rernment of Mexico, when that Republic overthrew the con- 1

ititution which was framed for the protection of the liberties of i
jer people. Alone, with a sparse population, with slender
neans, with no regular troops, tbat State formed the heroic. 2
purpose of achieving ita independence, and it accomplished 1
it. The field of San Jacinto takes rank wjth other plains i
upon which tyranny baa been cloven down and the flag of <

freedom has been unfurled. That flag, spread to the breeze j
by the brave men who struck for liberty under it, with a sin- <

lie atar glittering upon ita folds, waa never loweredj it waa

tept flying until the eyes of the civilized world caught sight
)f it, and bailed it as the ensign of in independent 8tate, <

ind the great Powers of tbe globe sent their ambassadors to
welcome ber into the family of Nations. She appealed to us
0 receive her, and we rejected her. She was still threatened
with the power of the Government from which she had re.
rolted. She turned naturally to us for succor, for defence;
we did not extend it. We acknowledged her independence;
to did the sovereigns of Europe.
In the course of years, when the State had grown strong,

ind when powerful nations apught to bind her to them by
.reaties of friendship and commerce.when her existence was
10 longer a thing to be questioned, but her young energies
Mgan to develop themselves and to influence the affiira of
the christian world.then we proffered our alliance, and in-
rited her to merge her nationality in the American Union.
Sir, it ia within my peraonal knowledge that as early as 1844
tbe independence of Texaa might have been acknowledged
by Mexico, upon the condition that ahe would bind herself to
continue an independent State, unconnected with our Con¬
federacy. I waa at that time in Europe, and in an interview
with an official person of high rank this fact was disclosed
to me. Mexico foresaw her danger from our neighboring
power, and it was her object to interpose a feebler Republic
between herself and the United Statee aa a barrier against
an incursion which she dreaded. Some of the great States
of Europe were interested in effecting this arrangement, from
other conbiderations. I informed our Government of the
atate of affairs ; and the next year it became known to the
world that Mexico had in the most solemn form consented,
through the intervention of the British and French Govern¬
ments, to acknowledge tbe independence of Texs% provided
she would stipulate not to annex herself or to become sub¬
ject to any country whatever. ,

I am asked if Mexico consented to acknowledge the Rio
Grande as the boundary of Texas* My reply is, tbat I heard
no other condition named than that of remaining a distinct
State. That waa tbe single condition.

But Texas, true to ber American sympathies.true to ber
lineage.true to her love of constitutional liberty, declined
the propoaal, and entered into our Union, giving another
stsr to our flag, and adding to our possessions a magnificent
domain.
And now, sir, when this State asks for the boundariea

which she has at all times asserted, we sre called on to turn
her over to tbe Supreme Court to have them passed upon.
We have heretofore acknowledged her boundaries. Acknow¬
ledged, did I say > We have asserted them, urged them,
vindicated them at tbe mouth of the cannon ; abed the blood
of our people in defence of them; and now, when we have
succeeded in having them granted by her ancient foe, we bid
thia young 8tate, coming to ua upon our own earneet invita¬
tion, to go and make good her daim if she can before our
own judicial tribunal! I know that it is an august tribunal
.I would not lessen its imposing dignity; I would rather
add to ii every sanction that could give potency to ita high
function ; but I truat that an American Congress will never
send Texas away from ita chambers to urge her claim to
her boundaries before any tribunal under heaven. It is a

spectacle which I never desire to witness; it would leave an
ineffaceable atain upon our escutcheon, which to-day is a ro-
splendent one.

I am not surprised at the impatience which Texas exhibits
under tbe delsy of our Government to acknowledge ber right¬
ful jurisdiction over her soil, but I trust thst she will not at*
tempt to asaert her claim by arms. Under our system, arms
must not decide such disputes. There is no place for them.
Law, constitutional law, lifts up its voice between tbe con¬
tending parties, and by ita msjesty rebukes tbe appeal to
arma. 'Iney are not in harmony with tbe system which
binds theje States. They must not be employed on either
side in this controversy. They are to be taken up only when
a people, hopeless of otber relief against a Government which
oppresses them, appeal to the ultima ratio of kings, of States,
and of men. If Texas should listeo to tbe counsel of those
who nrge her to employ force in vindication of her rights, sbe
will listen to unwise and raah eounseN<>rs. It is not her in¬
terest to introduce brute force for tb6 arbitrament of disputes
under this Government. Let ber rather invoke the agis of
law. Let her appeal to us. I have an unshaken confidence
in the honor, the magnanimity, and tbe patriotism of Con¬
gress. The bill tent to us from tbe Senate, and upon which
a question is about to be taken, ia a pledge of tbe purpose of
tbat body, at least, to treat her claims with the consideration
which they draerve. Opinions an divided as to the extent
of the territory which rightfully belongs to Texas, arid the
terms proposed to tbat State in the bill before us form a proper
bttia for the adjustment of that important dis) uie.

So far from being ready to vote At this time to reject the bill,
1 Intend to five it mj rapport, if I can be eetiafied that the
territory cat off from Trtu will not be subjected to eome act
of legieletion by Coogreae hostile to (he internets of the South¬
ern people i and I have steady assurances that so such act
will find favor in either Hoom.
The bill will receive my support upon two consideration*.

In the first place, it will promoter the interests of Texas, and,
in the secood place, it wiU give peace to the whole country.
As to the interests of Texas, they are comprehended by ber

eble and patriotic Senators. The bill received their support
when it was before the Senate. I am willing to accept their
action as the exponent of the sentiment of the people of that
State in regard to their rights.
The parallel of 36° 30> north latitude is fixed upon as the

northern boundary of tbe Stale, and that line is adhered to
until it touchea the 103d degree of longitude ; the boundary
than runs south upsu that line until it intersects the 32d
parallel of north latitude, which it puraoes west to the Rio
Grande del1 Norte. Tbie boundary, it will be perceived, fol¬
low* the line of 36° until it approaches the country aettled
by a Mexican population, when it diverges* aa I have de¬
scribed it, ao as to excfnds them.

This arrangement is » wise one ; it leaves eat of the limits
of Texas a people differing m origin, religion*, opinioos, and
tastes from the greet body of the people of that'State. People
differing so widely, where-*.cattt is so marked^ never could
constituto a homogeneous population, and Texas ie far better
off without them than ehe eouid be with them. The territory
embraced within tbe limits' defined in the bill for that State
is very large, and secures tadler every substantial advantage-
which she cooId desire.
The ten millions of dollars- will enable her to* meet the

claims againit her, and rellevrthis young State froa»the pres¬
sure of a debt incurred in achieving her independence.

But, sir, if it be advantageous toTexas to accept'Mm terms
proposed in thshill, it is etill mom important to thi*country
at large that they should be adopted. The people of the Uni¬
ted States demand that this controversy shall be settled, and
thsy-will bail with the highest satisfaction a measure which
restores to the country the peace which it so earnestlydesiree.
What do they regard ten millions- of dollars in comparison
with the relief which the oountry will experience from tihe
adjustment of a controversy which*baa too long already<awei'>t
in liko a tempest ? Every interest in the country has suffers d
from Us rage, and tbe world bebohls with amazement tin ?
American Congress overlooking all other subjects, foreign ane'
Jomestrc, and engroseed in- a discission which threatoae to
destroy the very existence ef the Oorernment. Sir, it tsties*
:o bring- this controversy to a conafusion. I desire to- see
pback. It is a blessing above all price.

It is objected to the bill before us by some gentlemen ffbm
he Northern Statee that tho- boundaries defined in it cat off
roni New Mexico a part of its territory. This objection has
lot the least foundation. I have al«w»dy shown that New
Mexico is not a political community with limits fixed by the
reaty. Even if it were to be maintained ae such, with all
he territory which belonged to it while a province of Mexico,
can satisfy every one that the boundaries marked out for
Texas in the bill upon your table do not in any way interfere
nth the boundaries of New Mexico.
The truth is the limits of New Merioo are not even ao»

Nroached by the line fixed on as the- western boundary of
lexes, before ite intersection with tho thirty-second parallel:
>f north latitude ; and it touchee those limits only at El Paso,
now preeent to the Houae two very interesting maps, fcp
rhich I invite attention. They were found in the palace of
Jex^, among the official papers of the War Department of-i
bat Kepublic, by an American officer of great intelligence
nd high character, when our array occupied its capital; and-
hfjrwere pat into my hand# by him. Oie is a French map;
he other aeems to have been prepared according to law, for
be use of the Mexican War Office, and exhibits an exact de-
ineation of the extent of each Department of Mexico. The
.rstis by Brut, dated Paris, 1825 ; the other was prepared
ubsequent to a decree of the Mexican Government of 1836
dividing the territory of the Republic into departments, which
re named, and which are marked on it in manuscript.Both maps show that the province of New Mexico was of
united extent, embracing a district of country bordering on

r ?10 .Gl*nd®» "nd not even approaching the
03d degree of longitude. It will be observed that I do not
atroduce these maps to afford any evidenee of the extent of
lexas; I am now directing my argument to another point,
«d that is, that the lines proposed in tbe Senate's bill for'
he boundaries of Texas do not in the slightest degree inter-
are with thoee of New Mexico. Nothing can be plainer than

.
' " " ¦«»wn n<* only by the mape which I have produced,
u *11 'l0*? wh.,cil. c*n Produced of any authenticity,

nd by all the descriptions which have been given to the world '
.f the geography of that district of countiy. I
Gentlemen, then, may dismiss all anxiety as to the boun-

aries of IVew Mexico, about which so much- solicitude is ex-

ir®TdJ11theJ.,!e "ot disturbed by the limits aasigned to Texas
a the bill which has been sent to ns from the Senate. All
bjections to the boundaries of that 8tate, proposed in the bill, <

five way upon investigation. The country claimed for New 3
.m*!?, 0I?n Ind,an lerrkor7» ai>d the limits of that province '

nil be largely extended if they are mads to embrace all that 1
i not included within the boundaries ofTexas. I
The considerations in fikvor of the bit! are overwhelming,

(appeals to the highest motives which can act upon the
loose : to its generosity, its justice, its patriotism. No self-
.h considerations ; no sectional animosity ; no narrow view
policy; no apprehension of personal risk, should, for a sm¬

ile moment, be ellowed tohinder its paasage. It will, I am
onfident, find a powerinl rapport from the great body of the
Vmencan people. They are always IojmI to tbe country, and
bey will hail with the enthusiasm of true patriotism the suc-
*>ss of a measure which restores peace to thirty kindred States. 1

But, sir, this is not the only duly which we have to per*
orm. We have already too long neglected to establish gov-
Jrnments for the inhabitants of the Territories ceded to us by
Mexico. The government in New Mexico, ifit may be called
i government, ought not to have been suffered to endure for a
.ingle month after tbe meeting of Congress. It is a reproach
to us; it is a monstrous anomaly in-our political system. It!
reaembles -the Roman, Proconsular Governments, by which
.a' imperial Power held its conquered provinces in subjec¬
tion. Absolute power is confided to the hands ofa military
governor. What eecurity do the inhabitants enjoy from op¬
pression as bard aad as cruel as that which was inflicted up¬
on the people of 8icily by Verres when he was tbe praator of
that province > Before an appeal could be taken to our Gov¬
ernment the grossest wrongs might be endured by the inha¬
bitants ot that distant district ef country, who bavebeen trans¬
ferred to our jurisdiction by a.aoleoan treaty, and by our own
citizens who are seeking homes there. The Mexicans- who
continue to reaide there in the hope of becoming American ci¬
tizens have tbe strongest claim to our protection. Tom from
their own country by the fortune of war ? subjected for-a long
time to a strictly military government; transferred at: last to
the nation with which they had been at war, they are entitled
to the rights which the treaty waa supposed to secure to tbera.
1 hey are entitled to something beyond the mere privilege to
remain upon the soil: they ar» to be maintained and protec'ed
in the free enjoyment of their liberty and property, and in the
free exercise of their religion without restriction ; and this,
too, before they are admitted to the enjoyment ef the rights of
citizens of the United 8tatee.

Suppose these rights are violated, where- are they to look
for redress > In the very face of the treaty we refuse to do
our duty. Troops stationed at 8anta Fe to repel attacks from
Indians do not, in my judgment, acquit us efiour solemn ob¬
ligation. It is iaqierative opon us.let us do our duty. It
has been too long neglected. The delay, and the causes of
the delay, alike reproach us. Let us establish Territorial
Governments for the people of New Mexico and of Utah.
These governments should not only be free from any restric¬
tion upon tbe rights of the. citizens of the United States, but
they should secure to the inhabitants the ample protection of
Amesicaw law. An American Congcess cannot withhold

* due to the Mexicans who are brought under our
jurisdiction, and to our own citizens residing there, that we
should confer upon them the blessings of good government.
If the system of American law be better than that of Mexican
law they are entitled to its benefits. Is there nothing in the
right of tru.1 by jury ? Is the writ of babess corpus of no
value " not the common law to be prized, with its innu¬
merable privilege* > These.all these, the inhabitants of
our 1 ""tones should enjoy , and especially should they be
secured to our citizens.hardy «id enterprising men, who
turn their backs upon their native country and take up their
.. I ia . W,,dern1w,» which ,h®y "ill presently convert
into fields teeming with (be varied fruits of industry. Every
obstruction ought to be removed out of the way of our pso-
pie who desire to emigrate to our Territories. The Ameri¬
can citizen is entitled to the protection of his Government, in
the enjoyment of his life, his liberty, and his property,wherever he fixe. hi. residence, if the soil be under fbejuritdiction of the flag of the United States. I do not give my
essent to the doctrine of non- intervention. The power to gov¬
ern tbe Territories belongs to the Government of the United
8tatee, and it must be employed for the benefit of tbe people
of all tbe States. The power may he rightfully employed
to remove obs-ructions out of the w.y 0f the ehjoymant of
their rights of every description in the Territories, but itcen-

tbos«Trights°' 10 PU're8,riction* uP°n ,h® enjoyment of

The one act would be an exercise of its legitimate func-
< the <*her would be sn .bow of them. The govern-
£gan*ed for the Territories acquired from Mexico

should he established upon these principles. The blessings
of good government would be aecured to the inhabitants of
those remote possessions, and harmony would be restored to
tbe whole country rbe time ie come to look out upon the
wh-le sweep of tbe bonzon which encirclea our broad land,
with a firm purpose to do our duty to the people of every
part of it. We must rise to a noble view of our duties as
American representatives, ,nd bring our minds to a full aur-
vey of the interests of the great country which Providence
has entrusted to our legislator. The trouble, which surround
!L* 1*7".IT- r. M to torn the Government of

f^>n,,'h" ,ro# .Phe" action. Est.-
b ished by the people of the 8tates for their common benefit,

K1*" but limned powers, some have sought to control

it for selfiah purport#-.to bring it 10 bear in favor of . section
or aoainat a section. Iu balance haa bm disturbed. h if
distrusted by the P®^ of the States against which its pow-
er Is directed, and their auctions, which clang to it with er-
dor begin to euflisr an ahenatkm, whid* ie aa natural as it is
likdy to be fatal, unleaa it be The Government
must regain their confident* by poising itaelf upon the baaia
ot the constitution, and by giving to tbe country.* Adminis¬
tration national in ita aim and epint. Our pktical system »
a complex one. It blend, the slements of populw powerLiih the visor of a atable government. In the Stales of
OrMcetbe principle ... for the fire, time recognired that the
Government wa. eatabliahed for the gocrf of the community.
In the language of a celebrated Engltah wnter on Greeoe,»fI the earliest time, it wa. not the monartA but the
8tat« that eaUed forth the virtue of devotion and inspired
tb A'sia^hadTproduced only despotisms» not relieved by a am-

«koo-lto.,. Tb.,ow.,ST,be monarch waa supported at tbe expense of populs
rights. The two systems mat m conflict at and at
PUtea The triumph ef Greece wa. complete t and the strug¬
gle of opinion on the Mil *f Europe in behalf of the righta
of mankind ha. been maintained ever ainoe. Reversea hawe
never cruahed it. The weight ofjhe most P^^ulthro*haa never completely overwhelmed It. It haa asserted Us

ever-springing v^orv and ia to-day b»ngm* e*er,
ment beneath the heaven* under ,ta_.«y Our £.tem.isimprovement upon those which took their nw in Greece. II
ia no longer the 8tata whoae glory is to be enhanced by the
sacrificeof individual rights but it t. the h.ppnres of the
people who compoae the State which i. to be secured. The
splendor or power of the Government cannot be advanced at
Itba expense of the righta of tbe citaen. The reprerentative
principle.a principle which belang. to modern systems.*e-
curea the right, of the individual and tbe strength oftheSute.
Can thia sy*em be maintained f It can.it will be.it mu.t
be. With all ita faulU, guided a. it aomet.me. w by un-

wreecognseW. it i. the noble* political .trurture which the
world ever «w, and recure. mora practical li^r y to man¬
kind than every other exuting Government. Let it be ad¬
ministered in the spirit in which it wa. conceived, and it will
stand through the expanding cyclea of the future. I know,
air, that «ome in our own country pronounce it a failure, and
it may be that wme deaire to overthrow it It. complex char¬
acter, blending the power, of a General Government with
thoee of tha aeveral State., exposes it to danger fromjta own
action. The dangers result from an occasional tendency to
centralization.from an aaaumption of power, by the General
Government not granted in the constitution.

Thi. will always give rise- to dinatiafaction in the States,
wboee intereat it ia to reairt any encroachment, upon their

lgChief Justice Marshall once remarked of the court over
which he presided, "This court never leans." Those who
t,re entrusted with the administration of the Government
a hould interpret its grant of power, in the aame spirit, neither
ei ilarging nor limiting them 5 and if this course be adhered
ta , the Union of these 8tates will outlive the prediction, of
in timid friends and the impotent struggle, of its enemies.

The extent of our domain cannot impair ita .trength ; the
in provements of modern civilization will enable us to plant
onl self-sustaining institutions a» irmly upon tbe shores of
ifca Pacific as they are seated upon those of the Atlantic.

I f there be those in any part of our wide-spread limits,
Na th or 8outh, who are striving to divide thia growing em-
pire ; who seek to magnify rather than to remove the cause,
ofd .agreement, who utter unceasing complaint. again.t the
Gov, srnment for the abu.e of its powers, and yet reject all
n&tt ures of redrew, I have no sympathy with them. The
mpc naibility of perpetuating the existence of the Government
rest, mainly on the North. It holds tbe destiny of the coun¬
try in its hands. I appeal to gentlemen from that section of
the B nion to come up at this critical hour, when the eyes of
the nt tion are turned upon us with mingled anxiety and hope,
and a djust tha unhappy controversy which hasao long dis¬
turbed our councils.

.The crusade which haa been carried on against the institu¬
tions ol" the South must be abandoned. If persisted in, it will
preeipit *te us into struggles which may end in the deatruction
of tbe ft Republic.

.The i obler feelings which are sometimes appealed to in the
fierce warfare directed against us will only betray a misguided
people in.to acta of hoatility which will involve us all in com¬
mon ruin. Thesewho follow you will then hold you 'spon¬
sible for calamities which can no longer be averted. Then
may they who looked to you for counsel.to you, who under¬
took the ti sk ofleading them in tbe perilous enterprise uponwhich they are entering.to yojj, placed where you could see-
ill the wrot ig and all the danger.reproach you in the lan¬
guage of tbi" great dramatist.

«. H» dst thou but shook thy head, or made a pause,Wl ten I spake darkly what I purposed,Or turnea an eye of doubt upon my face."
Mr. 8peal ;er, I have never permitted myself to look to a

destruction 0 f the Government as a remedy for existing evils.
I have not sought to explore tha dark and perilous future
which lies be yond the hour of separation between these States,
beund togeth er by so many ties. I'jhave a sincere desire to
ateterve the Uhiok. It® disruption would involve the North
and the 8out| 1 in common ruin. Rival States, with standing
amies and ft stresses bristling with guns erected upon streams
now flowing in peace between kindred 8tates ; conflicting in¬
terests; heavy commercial regulations fettering trade now un¬
trammelled.1 dl thia would replace the wide scene of prospe¬rity and happ inesa which now salutea the eye as it surveys the
whole extent -of our country.
Nor would this be all. Rival States would soon become

belligerent 8ta tea, and armies wonld be employed to decide
the supremacy between them. The flag that float, to-day over
every part of our wide domain, from the bankaof theSt. Law¬
rence, in full view ef the British po.set.ions, to the coast of
the Pacific, wfciere it meets the eye of the navigatos returning
from Asia, end upon our ships which bear it upon all the
Waters of the earth, is known and'honored as the ensign of a
great and powerful republic ; it is associated with all'the glo-
riea of our past history ; its folds glkter at this moment before
the eyes ol mankind?aa the sign of hope and of universal free¬
dom ; and I trust that it wUI forever fly with undiminished
Bplendor above free, independent, and kindred Slates, not
divided into petty principalities- ot feeble leagues, but united
as they now are under a Government the mightiest, tbe freest,
and the bappieat upon whioh the eon looks down.

If the glorious system under which we live goes-down, it
leaves the world not a aingle example of a free and great na¬
tion. The noblest, the grandest, the mo.: successful of all
human experimente in behalf of constitutional Hbertywill have
failed, and the world cannot hope to reconstruct' a "table,
powerful, and enduring political! system for the protection of
popular righta. Put out the light which streams from our
institutions upon the world, and it is extinguisheu'forever.

. .« I know not where is that Promethean he»t<
That can thy light reitieae."

ALABAMA. MINERALS.
Marble..Sixteen, varieties, among them rare black ; whit*

and blue ; black with white stripes; white with black and
blue stripe. ; whit* with pink eioud ; dove colored'; a beauti¬
ful shell marble ; and a great many variegated kinds, includ¬
ing every shade and color.

Stone..Soap, grind and whetstone, hone,, and seveaal
kinds of granite. Also, twe specimens of lithographic stone,
one from Benton and the ether from Talladeg*. Thia ia a
rare and valuable stone, found only in Germany, we believe,
until the discovery of these quarrief.

Manganctfr.Several specimens. This mineral enters
largely into the manufacture of flint-glass. It is also used in
bleaching linen and cotton goods preparatory to printing. It
is conaidered indispensable to many brancbea of the arts and
manufactoiee. When pulverized and made into a paste with
linseed oil it spontaneously inflames. It ie worth about $40
per ton, and is said to be abundant.

Iron Ore9..Dye-iron, pipe, needle, foasil, and magnetic
ore; a great many apecimen. of tbe brown hemitite, which
yield a greater quantity of metallic iron than any 01 her. It is
M>fi and tough, and the moet valuable for boiler, plate, and all
other kinda of aheet and rolled iron.

Galena..Three specimen, of Galena or lead ore ; one
from Bibb, one from Benton, and one from Marshall. These
mines are aaid to be inexhaustible. Th* ore i. certainly very
rich..Mobile Tribune.

Lake Ontario Crashed in an Open Boat during a Storm.
Tbe heavieat gale of the reason swept over Lake Ontario last
week. Capt. Harrington, the owner of a small schooner,
left his craft at anrhor, and went ashore in a small boat for
stores. He bad with him his boy and one man. In attempt¬
ing to return to the schooner tbey were carried past it by the
violence of the storm ; and here Capt. Harrington, his boy,
and man found themselvcaoff the Canada shore, some twenty-
five miles east of Toronto, in an open boat, driven by tbe gale
into th. lake. Tbe captain wa. a brave man, and resolved to
make tho moat of it. He ordered hi. man and boy to lie
down in tbe bottom of th* boat, and he took an oar and
ateered the frail barque before tha gale. For eleven houra he
nobly braved the howling wind, and dashing waves, sittiog
erect at the stern, while his boy and man were ballaat. After
eleven bours of anxiety and frightfol danger thus paased, tbe
captain discovered the American shore, and effected a landing
sixteen miles east of Niagara river, having drifted acrou the
Iske in the widest part.a boat voyage worth of record.

Chcap Excursion Taiiii. are now run on all the prin¬
cipal railroad, in Great Britain. The Great Western Com¬
pany take, passengers from London to Bristol and back at
eight, len, and fourteen shillings each. The 8<mheaat*fn
Company issues tickets to Paris and back at thirty shillings
each, and great numbers of tbe inhabitanta of London were

visiting the French capital. In one day no leas than one
thousand persons were conveyed from London to Brighton
snd back at the low rate of three shillings and sixpence. On
all the railroads in Great Britain where cheap rates of fare
have bren introduced, the business of transporting passengers
has increased in an astonishing degre*, and similar results
would no doubt quickly follow like reductions on the various
railrond* in the United 8taiea.

POPULATION OF BALTIMORE.
From th« return* already-made by the census-takers it i*

pretty well aa<f«rt*lned that the population of Baltimore Will
be found tS be not le» than one huodred and eighty thou-
aaod, aod there ia a reasonable probability that it may reach
even one hundred and eighty-five thousand. At the laat
census the population of the city waa one hundred and two
thouaand three hundred atvl thirteen. 1 bus, when the en¬
tire retnrna come to be summed up, we ahall probably ahow
an increase for the laat ten year* of atleast eighty thouaand.
an iacreaae large enough to form a city of itself.

Thia growth in numbers, large and extraordinary aa it
¦scms, ia not the reault of any special excitement giving un-dw acceleration to enterpriae or to any particular branch ofbuaineea. The progreae of the city, in extent aa well aa inpopulation, haa been eteedy and quiet. No extraneoua sti-muiant, no forced impulse, baa been operative during thelaat ten years. On the other hand we haw rather «offeredfrom drawbacka in the temporary paralyaia of the State'scredit, and from a partial embarraaament of the' city'a finan¬
ces at one period duriog that time.also fronr the obetructionand auapenaion of our great works of internal improvement.-the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad particularly. Yet auchhave been our advantage* of position.auch the induatry of
our people.auch the enlargement of the substantial baaia of
our mechanical and manufacturing buaineea.that withoutadventitioua aid, and even in the midst of obstacles and overthem, the advance of Baltimore in population and wealth haabeen onward and still onward, with the prospect before her of
a future prosperity large and brilliant enough to fill the roea-
saro of her highest ambition..Baltimore American.

AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY.
Profeaaor Johnston, in the courae of lecture* delivered byhim* before the New York State Agricultural 8ociety, stated

the following things worth remembering:
1. In this climate the temperature riaea to 100° Fahrenheitfive feet below the surface, and to 140° half an inch belbwit i facta which, he says, he learned himaelf with surprise.He uiea them to illustrate the economy ot Nature in promo¬ting vegetation.
2. The sunbeam ia eompoeed of three distinct and separata

raya.one of heat, on* of light, and one called the chemical
ray. Thfee tbiee agencies exist in different proportions inthe sunbeam in the spring, summer, and autumn. The blue*
or chemical ray is greater in the spring; the light greater inthe summer. The chemical ray ia lees in autumn, and thenthe heating ray predominates. The proportions of theee raysvary ia different seasons of the year in order that the growingplant may arrive at maturity. It has alao been ascertained
that the proportions of these agents vary in different climates.3. It has been ascertained that the flower of a plant abeorbe
more heat than the other parts, and the daik more than thelight; and hence it is inferred that the color of a flower is
what determines the quantity of heat it requires and the
amount which Nature supplies.

4. Drainage is as necessary in dry and sandy as in wet
soils. "Ifsoil is merely burnt up by drought, and you sup¬
pose the roots to descend only to the depth of about three
inches, it is obvious that the heat of the summer dries up the
land to the roots. But if by drainage you open up the soil
three feet deep, so that therein, instead of flowing off the sur¬
face, descends through the soil thus made pervioua to it, the
roots will grow deeper, and while the upper surface is dry,the drought does not reach the roots, which are- thus enabled
to live longer than they otherwise would."

5. Tobacco is a crop which contains much mineral matter.
Suppose an acre to yield 800 Ibe., these 800lbs.(will contain
about 160 lbs. of mineral matter, which ia carried off by the
crop, and in this way the land Will soon be exhausted. In
four years, 600 lbs. of mineral matter would be- carried off
from an acree of tobacco land. It is the duty of the farmer
to supply the mineral matter, thus specially exhausted, if he
wishes to sustain the soil.

6. There aie certain parts of every portion of every animal
removed every day, and a quantity of new material*j«t in its
place. Hence the animal should have a constant supply, in
erder that this daily waste may be made op. An anjirial re¬
quires, to sustain its body in good condition, or to aupplywhat is called the sustaining food, about one-sixtieth part of
its own weight daily. If you wish to increase its sice, or en¬
able it to work, you must give more. If you feed'for milk,twice the quantity.

7. It will be found that the soil*and the plant contain nearlythe same substances, the only one not in the- plant heingalumina. The mechanical function of alumina in the soil
is to anchor the plant. Its tenacity is its available property.Some plants grow in mere sand* but the great majority bf
them require a certain degree of tenacity in the soil, which is
obtained by mixing silica with clay. This alumina does not
enter into the plant, but only gives to the soil the tenacity ne¬
cessary to retain the plant.
The above are some of the topic* discussed in die collection

of " Lectures on the general relations which science bears to
practical agriculture, delivered by Prof. James R'. W.
Johnston, F. R. S. S. 4*., voith notes, 4c., published byC. M. Saxton, ofNew York..New York Evening Post.

THE NICARAGUA ROUTE.
A passenger on the Crescent City has obligingly forniahed

aa with the following information.
He sailed from San Franeisco in the brig Anne and Jhlia,

en the 3d of August, with about seventy-five other passen¬
gers for Panama. The vessel encountered a severe storm,
and, after having sustained great damage, was driven into
Realejo, in (be State of Nicaragua, where ahe waa condemned.
Subsequently to the arrival of the Aane and Julia, the shipStafford, and the steamers Northerner and Republic, touched
it Realejo, and landed about one hundred and eighty pas-
.engers.
Of the paaaengera by the Anne and Julia, thirty arrived at

ike port of Sao Juan in time to<take the British steamer Bfee
for Chagres, on the 5th instant. They were fortunate enough
to reach the latter point before the sailing of the Crescent
City. The first part of their journey across the continent,
from the Pacific to Lake Nicaragua, abeut one hundred miles,
aras performed upon mules. They croaaed the lake, and de¬
scended the river San Juan in the craft of the country, called
tangos. These conveyances resemble the largest specimenaofihe primeval "dug outs "of the Mississippi. The distance
thus traversed is reckoned at two hundred miles.
Our informant expresses himaelf much pleased with the

route. When the proper facilities shall have been provided,they think it will be preferred to any other now open. It
possesses the great advantage of being healthy. At present,owing to the want of the conveniences which will be supplied,in time it is tedious and-expansive. He thinks the American
steamers onght to run directly to and from San Juan, on at
least to touch there.

There were two small steamers lying in the waters of the
San Juan, one at the bottom of the fall of Macbucha, under¬
going repairs to fit for- the ascent of the falls. It is intended
that this boat shall run on. the Lake from San Carlos, the
point of egress at Saa Juan, to Grenada. The other vessel
was suppoaed to be the Orns. 8he lay at the mouth of the
Colorado, fifteen miles from San Jaan.
The American passengers on the Dee would be followed in

the next British steamer by the remainder of tboee who land¬
ed at Realejo, over two hundred in number..N. Y.Eve. Fast.
Singular Vauxdiotoht..The subjoined morceau is at¬

tributed to one of tboee broad-basked packed horses of litera¬
ture, " an editor out West
"The undersigned retires from the editorial chair with

complete conviction that all i» vanity. From the hour he
started his paper to the present time he has been solicited to
lie upon every given subject, and can't remember ever having
told a wholesome truth without diminishing his subscription
list or makingan enemy. Under these circumstances of trial,
and having a thorough contempt for himself, he retires.in
order to recruit his moral constitution."
Census *r M«*nisota.The 8t. Paul Pioneer has re¬

ceived nearly complete returns from the persons engaged in
taking the census of Minnesota. The wild counties of Pem¬
bina, Wabishaw, Itasca, Wahuata, Dakotah, and Mahkahto
have not been returned. Ramsey county, except Pokagama
and Red Rock, has 3,288 inhabitanta ; Benton county 421 ;
Washington county 1,088. The town of St. Paul numbera
1,135 inhabitants; St. Anthony 705, and Stillwater 63C.
These enumeration were made on the 1st of June, when
the emigration had not fairly begun for the season.

Dauinrui. Mcbtautt..Out of one hundred and fifly-nine Norwegian emigrants lately embarked at Buffalo for
Milwaukee, fifty four died on the passage, and were thrown
overboard, l'hey were victims of ship fe»er, contracted dur¬
ing a recent voyage of three months from Europe.

Emigration to Canada thia year shows a decrease of one-
fifth. The nnmber of tboae who bad arrived at Quebec to
the 5th instant was 30,300, sgainst 39,122 to tha ssme date
twelve months ago. Of theee 16,690 were from Ireland,
and 12,657 from England and Scotland.

AccmiNT and HiAUT-aiNniNft Dsath..Mr. Albert H.
Clarke and bia friend, Edward E. Ha'iland, left West dc Co. *s
Expresa office, Central Wharf; on Monday morning last, on a
gunning excursion acroas the bay. When an hour or aoout
the boat waa capsixed by a audden guat of wind. Fastening
themselves to the boat, they drifted along, the waves con¬

stantly breaking over them, chilling, freexing, and almost
drowning tbem at every daah, until at last Mr. Haviland be¬
came a raving mmiac, and in this condition died a little after
dark Monday evening. Early on Toeeday morning the boat
drifted aahore on ihe oppoaite aide of the bay, aud, although
nearly helpleas and bereft of reeson from bis great suffering of
mind and body, Mr. Clarke g «t on shore. Mr. Haviland
came passenger, in company with Mr. Clarke, in the eteam-

ship " Republic," some three weeks since. He ia from New
York city. Mr. Clarke it from Pennsylvania. .
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